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St. Philipôs Giving Was Generous in 2011 
 

The Finance Committee and Vestry have put the ñfinishing touchesò on the Time, 

Talent & Treasure campaignôs final report for 2011, and the news is positive. The 

Wardens, Clergy and Vestry thank everyone who participated. 
 

Approximately 165 Time and Talent booklets were returned, representing commit-

ments from 260 individuals.  We value these commitments just as highly as the 

other kind of pledges we receive.  
 

For financial pledges, the final numbers were 215 pledge responses for a total of 

approximately $400,000 total. Well done, and thanks to all! 

Annual Meeting & Vestry Election 

Held January 15, 2012 
 

The 100 or so people who attended the Annual Parish Meeting 

last Sunday had the opportunity to elect three new members to 

the Vestry and hear reports about ministries at St. Philipõs last 

year and in the year to come. They also received an explanation 

of the 2012 ministry funding budget. 
 

Elected to three-year terms on the Vestry were Craig Adams, 

Gail Alsobrook and Pam Love. All five candidates who offered 

themselves for the election were heartily thanked and ap-

plauded for their willingness to serve. Also recognized for their 

service were the three Vestry members who completed their 

terms: Jamie Curwen, Julie Heinitsh and Mary Richmond. Tom 

Penn was honored for his many years of leadership, most re-

cently as chairman of the Finance Committee. David Morrow is 

the newly-elected chairman of that committee. 
 

Julie Heinitsh, outgoing Sr. Warden, gave an extensive overview 

of ministries at St. Philipõs. Duke Woodhull, outgoing Jr. War-

den and incoming Sr. Warden, thanked some of the key people 

who keep St. Philipõs buildings and grounds in good shape. 

Deacon Annie highlighted areas in outreach and mission of 

which she wanted the congregation to be aware. Finally, Tom 

Penn presented the 2012 ministry funding budget and high-

lighted specific areas that deserve notes of praise or concern. 

Copies of the 2012 budget are available in the parish office 

upon request.  

Childrenôs Sermons Return  
to Sunday Schedule  

 

In 2012, Rob and Annie will be offering 
childrenôs sermons once per month at the 
9:00 a.m. Hosannah Service on Sundays. 
 

After requests from and conversations 
with interested St. Philippians, the clergy 
decided to try offering sermons for chil-
dren in 2012, usually on the third Sunday 
of the month to coincide with breakfast.  
 
The next childrenôs sermons will be of-
fered on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. on Feb. 19, 
March 25 (fourth Sunday), and April 15.  
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Clergy Corner                    The Rev. Rob Field 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A óMinistry Planô you say? Whatôs That?!? 
 
By the time most of you receive and read this issue of The Messenger, the Vestry, Annie and I will be at Lake 

Logan Center near Canton for our annual retreat. 

 

What happens at a clergy-vestry retreat? The short answer is, we pray, have a little fun and do a lot of work. Be-

tween the time we arrive late Friday afternoon and our departure after lunch on Sunday, we will have spent many 

hours in conversation, decision-making and planning for the coming year. And it helps to be in a lovely and peace-

ful place like Lake Logan, where we are not overly distracted by the usual daily concerns that occupy most of us. 

 

We and many other congregations have found when the leadership circle takes this kind of intensive time away, it 

proves essential for the health and well-being of the parish. The annual retreat gives us the opportunity not only to 

get to know each other and build trust, but also call upon our collective experience and wisdom. It helps us set pri-

orities for the year and devise action steps to achieve the goals we set for St. Philipôs. And it helps develop that 

important (yet sometimes elusive) ñgroup spiritò that can make the difference between a ñpretty goodò year in min-

istry and a fantastically effective one.  

 

Some of the work we do at retreat is routine stuff: who will serve on which subcommittee? who will be liaison to 

which ministry area this year? who will lead devotions for which Vestry meeting? Do we have everyoneôs email 

address? But every year, we also have some ñbig ticketò agenda items for which we devote extra time. This year, 

we will be focusing on long-range visioning and planning for St. Philipôs as well as the working relationship be-

tween the Vestry and the Parish Ministry Council. With input from returning Vestry members, the wardens and I 

chose these as focus areas that we think need special attention.  

 

The other annual task we have at our retreat is to construct a strategic plan for ministry for the parish. Sometimes, 

this takes the form of a few succinctly-stated major goals for the coming year. Other times, it takes the form of a 

detailed plan, with action steps and timelines. With time and other resources being limited, itôs helpful to set priori-

ties so that we can focus these resources in the areas of highest importance. 

 

ñSo where does the fun come in?ò you might wonder. We have ñsocial hourò on Friday and Saturday, a relaxing 

time when we can enjoy each otherôs company without a specific agenda. Thereôs usually a little time on Saturday 

afternoon for a hike or a nap. And on at least one of the two evenings, we have group games of some sort. 

(Charades with ten or eleven Episcopalians in the same room can be a rioté) 

 

Iôm writing this so you can be aware of what happens on that one Sunday in January when Iôm absent, when Annie 

and one of our adjunct clergy lead worship, and when we ask you to pray for us as we conclude our annual retreat. 

Please pray for me, Annie, our staff, and your Vestry and other lay leaders. Pray that we will allow the Holy Spirit 

to direct our work and be guided by Christ in our deliberations. And pray that we will be faithful in discerning what 

God would have us do in 2012 to usher in that part of the Kingdom over which weôve been given responsibility.   

 

Robôs Signature 
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The St. Philipôs Minisphere 
              

In each issue of the Messenger, the Minisphere Spotlight will feature one of nine St. Philip's ministry areas.            

 

This Monthôs Ministry Area:  ñHospitalityò 
Note:  please consult the current Time & Talent booklet for contact names and num-

bers for these groups.  
 

  

Breakfast, 1st and 3rd Sunday ï Two different teams, one for each Sunday, prepare a 

hearty breakfast beginning at 7:00 a.m. and serve it in Miller Hall at 8:15 a.m. on the first and 

third Sundays of each month.    

  

Coffee Hour ï Fellowship time held after the 11:15/10:30 a.m. worship service each Sun-

day.   

  

Supper Club ï A quarterly event featuring fellowship and a catered meal.  You will enjoy a 

fine meal, salad, desert, and your choice of beverages for a very modest cost.    

  

Foyer Dinner Groups ï Opportunity for parishioners in small groups to meet in each otherôs homes for food and fellow-
ship.  Sessions last four months; members commit to a Fall and/or Spring Session.  A great way to get to know other St. Phi-

lippians.  Sign up when forms appear in the ñMessengerò and on the church bulletin board.  

  

Wonderful Wednesdays ï A series of intergenerational suppers with themes.  Served family style in Miller Hall.  

Doors open at 5:45 p.m. and supper begins promptly at 6:00 p.m. on occasional Wednesdays.  Donations are requested to 

cover food costs.  Kitchen help is always needed as well as assistance with planning and decorating. 

   

Special EventsðAll Parish Picnic (in September), Lenten Suppers and Thanksgiving Day Dinner. 

Sharing House  

Food Collection  

in February  

 

February is our month to supply non-perishable food prod-

ucts for the TCM / Sharing House food pantry.  Please re-

member to bring your bags filled with food and paper products to the narthex 

during the remaining Sundays in February.  If you wish to contribute money in-

stead of, or in addition to bringing food, please make checks payable to St. 

Philipôs, with a note on the memo line designating the check for ñSharing House 

Food,ò or put cash in an envelope clearly marked for this purpose. 

Get Yours Today... 
 

2011 Giving statements 

are available in the parish 

house foyer for the remain-

der of January.  

 

Help St. Philipõs save post-

age money and pick yours 

up today!  

                        Pianist Needed for Childrenõs Choir! 
 

There must be a pianist out there, hiding his or her light under a bushel.  The chil-

dren's choir needs you!  Rehearsals are Sunday morning between 11:10 and 11:50, 

starting February 5th and ending March 25th.  If you can help, please call Adele 

Chappell  (877-4151). 
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Children's Choirs Resume February 5 
 

After inspired Advent and Christmas appearances, the Canterbury Choir and Joy 

Singers will resume rehearsals on February 5.  This eight week session will end 

March 25.  New members are welcome to join at this time. 

 

The Canterbury Choir is open to children in Grades 1 - 5 and the Joy Singers are 4's, 

5's and Kindergarteners who join with the Canterbury Choir for a short time each 

Sunday following Godly Play.  For more information, please call Adele Chappell 

(877-4151). 

A Heifer "Ark" Almost!  
 

A number of third world farmers will be better able to care for their 

families because of the generosity of so many St. Philippians this 

Christmas.. On behalf of these farmers, thanks goes to all who bought 

animals, contributing a total of $4,460.  
 

We are close to an "Ark" ($5,000) and after the children in the Sunday 

School do their annual mission project which will be raising enough 

money to buy a heifer, we'll be there.  The children will be designing 

and packaging note cards so watch for them to go on sale sometime in 

February.  Your support will be greatly appreciated.  

2012 ECW OUTREACH GRANTS 
 

The ECW wishes to thank our Outreach Committee for their review and recommendation of 14 grants to bene-

fit 13 agencies in Transylvania County.  Basic needs were the focus for the 2012 grants ð food, shelter, heat 

and especially the needs of children.  Our ECW at their December 1
st
 general meeting awarded $46,700 to the 

following recipients: 

 

Boys and Girls Club                   Bread of Life 

CTW BackPack Buddies            Centro Communitario 

Childrenõs Center                      The Family Place 

The Haven                                Kids in Camp 

Koala                                       Meals on Wheels 

Safe                                         Sharing House 

Shield Youth Camp       

   

In mid ð summer 2012, we will begin to receive applications for grants to be awarded in 2013. There will be 

announcements in The Messenger and the Transylvania Times detailing the process. 

 

Funding for ECW grants is provided by the ECW operated Shop of St. Philips.   The Shopõs dedicated volun-

teers, generous donors and loyal customers have made these grants possible.  THANK YOU!   
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You, Too, Can Be a Ringer! 
 

The handbell choir would welcome a couple of new ring-

ers who would be willing to come 

for a 4 - 6 week period to substi-

tute for ringers who go on vacation 

or have other lengthy commit-

ments.  It's a good way to give 

ringing a try.  Musically, the abil-

ity to read rhythms and count is 

helpful. 

 

Rehearsals are Thursday after-

noons from 3:30 to 5:00, often 

ending before 5:00.  Training usu-

ally takes about 30 minutes. 

 

Plans for spring are not entirely in place although the 

group will definitely ring on Easter Sunday.  One or two 

other times this winter/spring will be determined 

soon.  Typically the handbells are responsible for the prel-

ude at the 9:00 service and the 11:15 service on the Sun-

day that they ring.  For more information, please call 

Adele Chappell (877-4151).  Ringing is fun satisfying - try 

it, you'll like it! 

 

FOYERS  for Winter/Spring 2011 

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME! 
 

You are invited to join in the fellowship of Foyers!  This is a series of informal meals with a group of 6-9 (scheduled by the 

group) in their homes or any convenient location.  The purpose is to get to know each other and to celebrate life and fellow-

ship.  

 

Come join in!  All are welcome!  If you have transportation needs, please let us know. 

 

Please sign up by January 25th by e-mailing Barbara Boerner at bbboerner@citcom.net or filling out the form below and put-

ting  it in the Church Office. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FOYERS SIGN UP 

Deadline is January 25, 2012 
 

             Name _________________________________________        Phone____________________ 

 

             Address _______________________________________        E-Mail___________________ 

  

             City:       ______________________________________ 

 

 

Financial Workshop Jan. 31 
 

This is your opportunity to learn more about how we 

budget and manage the finances of St. Philipôs.  The 

Treasurers and Finance Committee Chair are offer-

ing a workshop for new (and returning) members of 

the Vestry and Finance Committee as well as any 

parishioners who would like to attend. 

 

There will be presentations from the Treasurers on 

both revenue/budget and expenses/funds and ample 

time for questions to be addressed. This informative 

annual workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, Jan.  

31st at 7:00 pm in Miller Hall.  See you there! 
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Liturgical Mystery ï Mark Your Calendar for February 21st!!  
                     
What is a Liturgical Mystery?  Well you might think it has to do with something that happens to bread and wine at the Eucha-

rist, but there is another definition.  Before I answer that though, there are other questions to ponder.  What does St Ger-

maine, NC have in common with Brevard?  Well, for starters, they both have an Episcopal church, a courthouse, a locally 

owned book store, and lots of boutiques and cafes.  There are of course a few differences as well. The Mayor of St Germaine 

runs a restaurant instead of the hardware store, and the Episcopal Church organist doubles as the Chief of Police (with a 9mm 

stashed in the organ bench). So why do you need to know this, you wonder? 

 

Mark Schweitzer, a classically trained musician and composer turned mystery writer, has written 10 Liturgical Mysteries cen-

tered in St Germaine, NC (a fictitious town that sounds surprisingly like Brevard or any other small Western NC town).  In 

each mystery, the parish organist in his other role as Police Chief has a murder to solve, but most involve the parish in some 

way.  Now lest you think this is grisly fare for an organist, keep in mind that in his books the Agnus Dei in worship might be 

sung by Agnes Day.  These are in fact highly liturgical complete with a thurifer (a tad younger than our own Bob Wilkinson) 

with award-winning moves, a choir with all the personalities from Diva to é. the altos who wear tweed (one of his book titles), 

Sunday School pageants featuring pirates (with performances by kids named for beers ð Pauli and Moosey), well you get the 

pictureé if you understand our liturgy and small town Western North Carolina living, you will get all the nuances and puns 

embedded in these books! 

 

Mark lives in Tryon and (thanks to a cooperative effort of St. Philipõs and Highland Books) will be at our very own Transylva-

nia County Library at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 21st for the Brown Bag Lunch and a book signing. We want a good 

showing of parishioners for this since we initiated the invitation!!! Come find out about the deep-voiced bass who sings scales ð 

or is that the bass in the lake that has scales? 

 

If you want a pre-read ð Highland Books can get his books for you or you can order from 

http://www.sjmpbooks.com/pages/mysteries.html.  It is best to read them in order! 

 

The Alto Wore Tweed (No. 1 in the series)  

The Baritone Wore Chiffon (No. 2 in the series)  

The Tenor Wore Tapshoes (No. 3 in the series)  

The Soprano Wore Falsettos (No. 4 in the series)  

The Bass Wore Scales (No. 5 in the series) 

The Mezzo Wore Mink (No. 6 in the series) 

The Diva Wore Diamonds (No. 7 in the series) 

The Organist Wore Pumps (No. 8 in the series)  

The Countertenor Wore Garlic (No. 9 in the series)  

The Christmas Cantata (No. 10 in the series) 

The Sharing House Reports Great Need In Our Community 
         

In a report given late last year, Linda McCready (Executive Director, Sharing House) gave the following report.  Since 2008 

when the economic crisis began: 

  

Client visits are up 24% 

Financial assistance over all is up 31% 

Amount of heating expense is up 59% 

Last year we spent nearly $200,000 on client heating expense 

Amount of food distributed is up 150% 

Our current budget deficit is $134,000 

We serve 15% of the county population or nearly 5,000 individuals at least once per year 

Currently anywhere from 40 to 60 people come through the doors of Sharing House every day 

Client interviews have doubled 

  
As you can see, there is a great need in the county that needs our support.   - Al Chilson, TCM/Sharing House Representative 

http://www.sjmpbooks.com/pages/mysteries.html
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In case you or friends are in needé. 
 

Big Picture 

 
St. Philipôs volunteers work hard throughout the year on four committees to ensure that financial support is going to the 

people in the county who need it; 

 

The Christian Social Concerns Committee evaluates grant proposals for local needs (among many other activities) 

The World Missions Committee distributes money throughout the world 

The St. Philipôs Foundation supports capital grant requests. 

The Outreach Committee of the ECW evaluates grant proposals to help women, children and families in dire need. 

 

Through these various funds, YOUR plate money, annual contributions to St. Philipôs (and shopping at the Shop of St. 

Philipôs) are distributed in the name of the people of St. Philipôs Episcopal Church. 

 

Two specific funds  
              

Two specific funds the CSC committee has created and funded reside at the Department of Social Services.  Yes, it is 

odd that a church supports a government agency, but it is critical to the well-being of the church, the clergy and the re-

cipients. 

 

As clergy people, Rob and I have discretionary accounts that we can distribute to specific needs that we see need sup-

port. But the skilled professionals at DSS know who in Transylvania County really needs help; they have tools for evalu-

ating those in need and screening out those in want. I donôt have those skills or the knowledge base to always make the 

best decisions. 

 

So CSC funds two very small accounts, one for adults who fall through the cracks of all the other federal, state and local 

funding sources, and another fund for those who will fall through the cracks for utilities, heat, air conditioning, oil and 

gas. 

What to do 
            

So if you or a friend is in need, first suggest they call Sharing House at 828-884-2866 and explain the situation. Then if 

Sharing House cannot help go to (do not call) DSS at 106 East Morgan Street behind the library and explain the situation 

and see if they have resources.   The St. Philipôs Funds at DSS are the LAST money given in a situation once all other 

resources have been exhausted.  

 

The more educated we are, the better we can help others in need.  Thank you for all you give to our sisters and brothers 

in need.       

 

                      Annieôs Signature 

Sunday Group Bible Study Will Focus on Luke 
 

6-week study of the Gospel according to Luke 

February 5ðMarch 11 

10:10 a.m. in the library (Room 205) 

Part Lectio divina and part Bible study, with James Walters leading the discus-

sion. 

                 There will be some prepared questions and some spontaneous sharing. 

All are welcome! 
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STAFF & WARDENS of  ST. PHILIPôS PARISH:  
 

Co-Treasurer / Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .William Begg 

Property Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Al Chilson 

Rector. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Rev. Robert D. Field 

Deaconééééééééééé..ééééThe Rev. Annie R. Fritschner 

Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeanne Hatter 

Sexton & Security MonitorééééééééééééééEdna Hensley 

Junior Warden. . . .  . . . .. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . Mark Montgomery 

Shop of St. Philipôs Manager éééééééé. . . . . . . . . . Karen Palmer 

Groundskeeper/Facilities Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Pipkins 

Parish Webmaster. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Sherwood 

Organist & Chancel Choir Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Sloan 

E-pistle Editor / Publisher. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jill Stewart 

Hosannah Choir Director  . éé é. . .ééé . . . . . . . . . ééHoyt Taylor  

Co-Treasurer / Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .Mary-Blair Valentine 

Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Womble 

Senior Wardenééééé...éééééééééééé Duke Woodhull 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!  
(January 18 ñFebruary 18)  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!  
(January 18 ñFebruary 18)  

January 
  

18 Larry & Gail Alsobrook 

22 Ken & Layne Racht 

 

February 
   
03 Walt & Marilyn Oskorip 

08 Jack & Dorothy Hudson 

12 Don & Betty Creese 

16 Don & Carolyn Pollie 

17 Mark & Leslie Montgomery 

Parish Office Hours, Etc. 
 

The parish house doors are unlocked 

at 9:00 a.m. every Monday through 

Friday and stay open until 5:00 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday and 12:00 

Noon on Friday.  Even though  the 

doors close at Noon on Friday, 

phones will be answered and mes-

sages returned until 5:00 p.m.  Re-

minder: the office is closed for a full 

hour, sometime between Noon and 1:30 p.m. every weekday.  A 

priest is always available for emergencies.  If unavailable through the 

office or at home, please use the emergency pager (1-877-732-5888).  

At the prompt, enter a  phone # where you can be reached, and then 

hang up the phone.  The priest on call  will call you back. 

January 
 

18 Alan Nielsen 

19 Larry Alsobrook 

19 Nancy Patterson 

20 Ed Updike 

20 Collyar Barksdale 

21 Bill Livingston 

21 Catherine Lemel 

23 Paul Atkins 

23 Penny Mann 

23 Pete Kuehne 

24 Joe Bennett 

25 Reece Shober 

26 Don Pollie 

26 Aleen Steinberg 

26 Mona Sherrick 

26 John Geffert 

26 Cliff DeMeritt 

26 Barb Martin 

26 Andrea Cunningham 

27 Sally Plair 

28 Nancy Carlson 

28 James Walters 

28 Chris Budzinski 

29 Carol Blanck 

30 Rachel Carpenter 

31 Claire Bodie 

31 Carolyn Foster 

 

 

 

 

February 
 

01 Karen Shank 

01 Leslie Montgomery 

01 Ellie Rudd 

02 Polly Averett 

02 Frank Holcombe 

04 Susan Wells 

04 Lucas Budzinski 

05 Dale Miller 

06 Murphy Smith 

06 Jim Tyson 

07 Suzan Young 

07 Bill Muir 

09 Joyce Neal 

10 Islay Hedger 

10 Bob Lawrence 

10 Tissie Stroup 

10 Cora Powell 

13 Danny Stewart 

13 Sadie Tynch 

14 Nath Thompson 

14 Jody Bettencourt 

15 Carol Bridges 

15 Cathy Reilly 

17 Carol Twiss 

17 John Candler 

17 Mark Montgomery 

18 Linda Schieve 

 

 

 

 

Two All Parish Dinners Coming  

January 25 and February 8! 
 

Two All Parish Dinners (sponsored by Coffee & Conversation) 

are coming soon. The first will take place on Wednesday, Janu-

ary 25th. Dinner will be provided (you're asked for a donation to 

help cover food costs, if you are able).  The second, scheduled 

for Wednesday, February 8th, will be covered dish - only bever-

ages will be provided.  

All Parish Dinners are an excel-

lent way to meet other St. Philip-

pians.  Join us in Miller Hall from 

5:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for food, 

fun, and fellowship - all ages are 

encouraged to attend. We gather at 

5:45 p.m. and begin dinner at 6:00 

p.m. with plenty of time to attend 

meetings or get home for home-

work.  Sign up on the board in the 

parish hall foyer! 


